Celebrating Spring

Blu Arlan

Egg Jardin

Dainty flowers painted on pastel coloured eggs
nestled in fresh Spring bouquets make exquisite
Easter centerpieces or hostess gifts.

DIY with our easy to follow stenciled and brush dot
flower painting instructions for bisque eggs.

What’s Needed:

Bisque Eggs 6 or 12 pk- Chesapeake Ceramics.com

Chalk Finished Paint- FolkArt Home Décor/Plaid

Synthetic Paintbrushes (acrylic medium) #10 Flat, #4 Liner & Round, #0 Round
Stencil Brushes- #1, #8

Paste Finishing Wax- MINWAX / (M)
Stencil Blanks (if using stenciled patterns)- Plaid ?M C i)
Craft Knife- Fiskars (J\J

Plant Sticks- Ashland/Michaels
Cotton Cloth-Lint Free
Cardboard, Clear Wrap and Tape

Leaf and Flower
Stencil Patterns

Every now and again we come across a craft
project with endless colour and pattern design
possibilities. Hand painting bisque eggs for Easter
is one such project. The smooth simplistic egg
shape is conducive to all colours, patterns
(original or stenciled) and 3-D embellishments.
It’s a perfect project for beginners as well as
experienced crafters because you can do
whatever you want. We chose to stencil and
paint brush dot flowers on our eggs. They are
easy to do and look fantastic.




How To Base-coat:

1-Cover a piece of cardboard with Cling
Wrap taping the back side to create a
paint palette.

2- Acrylic paint can be used however, we
chose a chalk paint by FolkArt. The chalky
matte finish and texture is like real egg
shells.

3- Home Décor Chalk Paint colours can
be mixed together. To save money, we
toned our white paint with the colours to
achieve the pastel shades used.

4- To paint the eggs, wipe the bisque egg
with a clean cloth, insert a plant stick into
the bottom (hole exists). This will make it
easy to rotate the wet egg.

5- Start painting at the bottom of the egg
(#10 flat). Brush colour out to hide brush
strokes. If needed, dip tip of brush in
water then paint, mix lightly then apply
to egg. (Thins the paint, so it flows better).

6- Paint the entire egg.

7- Let eggs dry in an up-right position. A
jar makes a good stand. If also painting
bisque bunnies, paint them at the same
time so all are the same shade. Let paint
dry 1 hour.

8- Smooth out paint by lightly sanding
the surface with super fine sand paper,
brown or white paper bag.

9- Once the eggs are base-coated and surface smoothed, they are
ready to be decorated.
e If solid coloured eggs are preferred, skip to the wax finishing
steps A, B & C below. A finish is not required.
e For embellished eggs begin decorating eggs now. No finish
will need to be added.

e Continue instructions below for stenciled and brush dot
flowers.



How To Stencil Eggs:

19- Create the flower’s center with a dot of paint. Let dry.

10- Select or cut a small flower and leaf
stencil. Pattern given above.

11. Choose colours to be used. To keep
paint from bleeding under the stencil we
blotted the brush on a piece of paper
each time after applying fresh paint.

12- Begin with the leaf stencil. Wrap the
stencil around the egg and hold in place
with a light tack tape. Begin stenciling the
image. Tap or stipple the brush against
the surface. Fill in the open area.

13. Remove stencil and repeat. Add 3 to
4 leaves randomlv around the egg.

14- Continue stenciling, this time use the
flower stencil. Flowers are randomly
placed between the stenciled leaves.

15- Tape stencil in place and repeat the
stencil process above.

Note: Avoid using a wet brush as colour will run
under stencil and create smudges and runs.

16- Continue stenciling flowers randomly
on the egg.

17- Determine whether stenciled flowers
should be outlined or left plain.

18- To outline the stenciled shapes use
the #4 liner brush.

e Select a darker shade or contrasting
colour for the outline.

e Thin paint with water to create an ink-
like consistency. Load brush with paint.

e Qutline the flowers and leaves with
paint. Line work should be loose, wiggly
and inconsistence in colour to create an
artsy hand-painted quality. Add dots of
paint randomly on the egg.



How To Make Brush Dot Flowers:

20- Posy Wallpaper Egg is made with
these shapes, circle blob, leaves and dots.
21- To make the posies (circle blobs), dip the
#8 stencil brush in the paint. Do not blot,
tap the brush directly on the egg a few
times in the same place to form a circle
blob. Continue adding circle blobs
randomly on the egg. Let paint dry.

22- Using the #4 round brush paint a leaf
shape. Continue painting leaves
randomly around the egg. Let dry.

23- Make dots by dipping the back end of
a paint brush in paint then pressing
against the egg. Dot the center of the
circle blob to form a posy. Let paint dry.

24- Icing Edging is created with the #4
round brush and white paint. Begin by
marking the center of the egg with a
white pencil.

25- Dip brush in paint. Lightly lay the tip
of the brush against the egg to form a
brush print. Continue making brush

prints on the egg. Note: If desired a second
or third icing row can be added.

26- Cabbage Rose Eggs are made from
circle blobs, leaves, dots and wiggly
outlines.

27- Begin by making three circle blobs in
a line on the front of the egg. See step 21
above for details. Let dry.

28- Paint leave shapes around the circle
blobs. Paint squiggles around the leaves
to form buds. See flower worksheet below for
shapes.

29- Outline the circle blobs #0 liner to
create cabbage roses, dot centers. Add
dots randomly around to form small
flowers. Let dry.



30- Combine icing edging with flowers to
create unique eggs. Flowers can be used
together or alone.

31-When creating cabbage roses, we
found starting with a white circle blob
then applying colours works best.

Variations-

32- Icing edging has dots of colour added to create a vine-like border.

33, 34- Cabbage rose are made two different ways, single rose #33 or smaller vine roses #34.
35- To make a 5 or 6 petal flower outline a circle blob with a floral shape. Dot center.

Brush Dot Flower Worksheets:

Before painting your eggs, take the
time to work with the brushes and
paint on a piece of paper. This will give
you a good understanding of how each
performs and what shapes each brush
can make. Remember the object is to
create shapes and overlay other shapes
of a different colour. Flowers will be
very primitive yet beautiful. Thin paint with water, especially when outlining.



Finishing: Let painted eggs dry 12 hrs. before adding the wax finish.

A-To finish our eggs we use Finishing Wax by MINWAX. We like a multi-use wax.
B- Using a lint free cloth, apply the wax to the egg by wiping cloth over wax then on the egg.
Cover egg completely with a light to medium coating. Let dry 10 to 15 min.

C- Buff the entire egg using a clean cloth. A warm soft shine will appear when wax is buffed.

D-To create a pick, paint a plant stick with chalk paint. Let paint dry, lightly sand.

E- Insert stick into egg, if needed sand stick to fit. Remove stick, place a drop of glue around
the sides of the hole. Insert stick again.

F- To finish, hot glue a small piece of ribbon around the stick where it connects to the egg.

Eggs can be placed loosely on a table or arranged in a planter by creating picks.
For additional ideas see our Easter Centerpieces and Bisque Bunny projects.

See More DIY Ideas at bluarlan.com



